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In 1200 years of history, the Scandinavians have evolved from being Europe’s barbarians
to becoming its beacon of civilisation. They were latecomers in modernisation and only
unexpectedly successful. In following their dramatic history through the centuries, religion
presents itself as a constant influence, perhaps the only ever-present influence. That
influence is two-fold: from faith itself and from church organisation. The story will bring us
to a final question: Is the influence of religion still present or has secular modernity
made religion obsolete?
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